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Molly McGuire

From: Denise Joffe <manner5@mac.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2026 8:51 PM
To: Council
Subject: Sept 1 meeting supporting the JCC request

  

August 12, 2026 

To the MI city council: 

I’m writing to urge your support for amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the 
designation of the SJCC property from single-family residential to commercial, allowing 
the Jewish Community Center to move forward with plans to replace its aging facility. 

The JCC is an important part of the fabric of Mercer Island. It provides opportunities for 
fitness, education, recreation, childcare, and community connection. It also makes an 
effort to ensure that cost is not a barrier for those who cannot afford membership. In that 
sense, the J's mission extends well beyond its membership. It contributes to the health, 
well-being, and vitality of our entire island community. 

But the current facility is aging, outdated, and no longer able to meet the needs of the 
community it serves. It is not simply a matter of wanting a newer or larger building. The 
existing structure presents significant challenges related to safety, accessibility, 
infrastructure, and security. At a time when antisemitism is on the rise and security 
concerns are very real, the limitations of the current facility are particularly troubling. It is 
difficult to accept that armed officers must stand outside in the rain and cold to protect the 
building and the people inside it. A modern facility would provide the opportunity to 
address these concerns in a way that the existing building simply cannot. 

I understand that some Islanders have concerns about the proposed project, including 
traffic, membership growth, the scale of the new building, and whether rezoning would 
provide the JCC with an unfair advantage. These concerns deserve to be considered 
carefully, but I also believe they need to be evaluated in the context of what this project 
means for Mercer Island as a whole. I live on the North end where construction has been 
ongoing for over 3 years on a sewer pipe down my block. We had a house seized by 
eminent domain so that the light rail could be built. All for the greater good of the Island. 
We are often asked to make sacrifices for others. I attended the recent planning 
commission meeting, and even those who sought rejection of the rezoning stated how 
much the JCC contributes to the Island. 

I also believe the proposed rezoning should be viewed in the context of the property's 
history and existing use. The JCC has long served as a community institution, and the 
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current zoning designation does not fully reflect the property's established role or the 
services it provides. Changing the designation would allow the land use designation to 
better align with the reality of how this property has functioned for years. 

This decision is ultimately about more than one building or one organization. It is about 
what kind of community we want Mercer Island to be. Do we want to preserve an aging 
facility that is increasingly difficult to secure, maintain, and adapt? Or do we want to 
support the creation of a modern community center that can safely and effectively serve 
Islanders for decades to come? 

I believe Mercer Island is stronger when we invest in institutions that bring people 
together, support families, promote health and wellness, care for children and seniors, and 
provide a place where people from different backgrounds can connect. The JCC is one of 
those institutions. 

I urge you to support the requested Comprehensive Plan amendment and rezoning. The 
JCC cannot simply remodel its way out of the limitations of the existing building. It is time 
for a thoughtful tear-down and rebuild. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Denise Joffe and Paul Manner 

2222 78th Ave SE 

Mercer Island, WA 98040 


